ACTIVITY: Trading up

View this true story documented on video as a revealing example of mainstream Anglo North American values (US and Canada, two national cultures which have a lot of differences but even more in common)

http://video.stumbleupon.com/#p=6f1iluc9gw
Earn up to $20 by writing a page or more giving your reactions to the values found in this video. Things to watch for:

1. The notion of the value of something vs. its price (nicely ambiguous here), including the notion that everything does have a price and therefore value (rather than price) is relative.
2. The strong belief in and capacity for a win-win philosophy (which is absent from some cultures, e.g. French, where zero-sum is still the rule)

3. The value of self-reliance and persistence in projects that may seem unrealistic (following one's dreams).

4. Spontaneity (and superficiality) of relationship building when a material goal and reward is attached to it

5. The myth of inevitable positive transformation (always getting bigger and better)

6. The critical importance of celebrity (which turns out to be the critical factor of transformation at several stages of the process)

7. The willingness to act and take risks on the basis of mere promise(linked to the optimism of growth, point 5)

8. The alacrity for taking the trivial seriously (sometimes confused with the spirit of fun, which I consider to be one of the most fundamental US values).

9. Unquestioning admiration for those who realize their dreams (however trivial, absurd or even undeserving: e.g. not only Kyle McDonald, but also Paris Hilton Donald Trump)

10. The imperious status of individual tastes and proclivities.

Finally, it's worth noticing the attitude towards work, which is considered as simply an alternative (and less efficient) way of achieving material aims. How does this relate to the traditional virtue (or myth) of the self-made man, achieving success through hard work? How does it relate to the current and growing obsession with trading on financial markets, which may well have become the new ideal and cultural reference in terms of vocation? Is a paper clip similar (or even identical) to financial derivatives?

This exercise was suggested by Peter Isackson, a US expatriate language and technology expert currently living in France.

