





to leave a number—insisting we knew it—
but urgently expected us to call back.
Later we discovered it was a close col-
league, "Eileen." We used the occasion to
discuss how all of us could avoid misun-
derstandings arising from our differing ac-
cents and become more effective in taking

and leaving phone messages. And, we had
a good laugh, together.

Of the world’s 6000 languages, half will likely
disappear in the next century. Sad for diver-
sity, but that still leaves 3000 languages and
their accents to deal with. We have our work
cut out for us.

Answer to the question at the top of the article
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C. The only kind of person there is, is the

correct answer. Everyone

speaks with

an accent of one kind or another—"thick”
is a judgment of the listener. Accent is no
indicator of either intelligence or language

proficiency.

gfsimons@diversophy.com
Internet: www.diversophy.com

Résidence I'Argentiére - Bat A

637 Boulevard de la Taverniere
F-06210 Mandelieu-La Napoule
Tél +33 4 92 97 57 35

Dr. George Simons is an intercultural specialist in online working.

George Simons International
236 Plateau Avenue

Santa Cruz, CA 95060

USA

Ph +1 (831) 531-4706



