Gratitude

A Review 

Multicultural Resource Calendar 2000.
By Dr. George Simons

It did not seem coincidental that the MultiCultural Resource Calendar 2000 landed in my mailbox on Thanksgiving Day. Opening the package and flipping through the months and the days, I felt an powerful sense of gratitude well up and moisten my eyes. Though six thousand miles away, I was intensely a part of that incredible adventure of peoples called the United States of America.

The MultiCultural Resource Calendar published by Diversity Resources (formerly Amherst Educational Publishing) and edited by Richard T. Alpert, simply improves, year after year. This millennial edition is the richest ever, in the breadth of its content, in the detail of its documentation, in its interpretative guidance and especially in the delightful choice of art work and images that open each month.

Following the introduction and information on how to use its resources, each month of the spiral bound calendar has a colorful top page announcing and describing the month’s theme and a bottom page providing the day-by-day headlines of culturally significant events both in the US and worldwide.

The monthly pages, however, are not the half of this calendar. A Resource Section follows giving detailed information about the headlines found in the monthly pages. Here is where you learn the specifics of background, history and culture that make each day significant. Yes, religious feasts and fasts, independence days and days of national mourning abound. Both heroes and horrors are remembered, but there is also place for the simple victories of the human spirit that need recalling. Koreans celebrate the invention of the alphabet. As a kid who grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, I saw with my own eyes what more people will now discover on June 8, 2000, that Satchel Paige was the most talented baseball player of all time.

In a global society and work world, such a calendar would be lacking if it did not include an easy to view Chart of National & Public Holidays by Country. A quick glance at this enables you to know immediately why I got my calendars on Thanksgiving Day, a holiday in my heart, but not for my French letter carrier, who would not roared up on his moto to deliver them a few weeks ago on November 1—All Saints Day. Besides this helpful chart, there is an appendix of Health Observances and a comprehensive Subject Index that enables you to easily reference the calendar as a resource directory. 

The Dutch put a calendar in the bathroom, and note on it the birthdays and anniversaries of family and close friends. This calendar of our nation with the birthdays and anniversaries of all our peoples deserves prominent display in our workplaces and homes. We shall certainly be making new entries in future pages as the synergy of our diversity continues to struggle against bias, stereotypes and violence that have divided us in the past.

The MultiCultural Resource Calendar is available from Diversity Resources, 6 University Drive, Suite 206 PMP 122, Amherst MA 01002-3820, 1-800-865-5549. More information can be viewed at www.diversityresources.com. At $21.95, it costs perhaps a bit more than the art calendars at the local bookstore, but considering what it contains, it would be a steal at twice the price. 

Dr. George Simons is an intercultural consultant working worldwide virtually from www.diversophy.com. 

