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When I decided to review this book, I said yes on its title alone, expecting to be surprised by studies related to the most human dimension of existence in the light of the very multifaceted phenomenon we call “globalization.“ My curiosity was also stimulated by my involvement in the SIETAR Global Congress 2008, whose theme will be addressing “How globalization affects culture and how cultures affect globalization.”
What I discovered, however, was the depth of the challenge of discussing these two subjects of love and globalization in a contemporary context, let alone pairing them with each other. What greeted me when the book arrived was a collection of ethnographic case studies, quite culturally interesting in themselves, but also leading to the realization that this is a starting point that rather than shedding much light on how one defines or discusses love in an intercultural and global context, simply starts asking some very new and perhaps both painful and intriguing questions about the future of relationships of all sorts.
In the discussion of “love,” there seems to be a distinction between three levels running through several of the pieces:  the first being sexual behavior and services;  the second, passionate attraction and engagement; and the third being the benevolent love of caring for and even sacrificing for others, e.g., a mother’s love, and the classic Greek philosophic distinction setting Aγαπη off from ερος which became a relatively permanent part of Western Christian thought, once the works of antiquity preserved by Arab scholars became stimulated the medieval explosion scholasticism.  The distinctions are blurred around the edges, but somehow still present, for example as it is roughly expressed by a GI in Korea in the Chapter on “Romancing the Club.” This chapter focuses on the relationships between soldiers stationed abroad and the “drinkie girls” furnished them in recreation clubs: 
“The English language is not very good at expressing ideas of love. In some other languages they have more terms for it. But we just have ‘Love.’ Loving someone means you care about her, you are concerned about her, but you come first. But being in love with someone means you put the other person’s welfare first. That’s the difference.”
These two dimensions are explored with more precision in modern day Greek culture in the chapter on “A Fluid Mechanics of Erotas and Aghape.” Among the authors’ learnings in this chapter was that, “Greeks view physical attraction and sexual experience as preceding and potentially leading to the enduring love of aghape… ” Erotas is valuable because it happens to us and therefore breaks us out of the box that limits our possibilities of intimacy. If changes in aghape have been occurring as a result of globalization, it seems that least in the Greek experience that the sacrifices of motherly love are less and less willing to be borne by the younger generation of women, and that the sense of the once noble erotic is being debased in the direction of pornography at least in much of the Anglo-Saxon world.
The definition of globalization is even more tenuous. In many of the studies it seems to largely amount to the influences of US media promoting the US lifestyle and the impact of this lifestyle on the cultural behaviors of various groups and ethnicities. In particular it is the domination of the market mentality in this culture that invades and challenges and often overwhelms other cultural thought paradigms.  Like “culture” itself, the word “globalization” is overwrought with discussion but with little agreed on definition.  
Citation from Arjun Appadurai ‘s thinking on the dimension of global cultural flows In the introduction provides what could proved one useful framework for the reader to keep in mind, but the studies themselves generally do not hearken back to this work. It might have been good if the editors had written a page or so in the introduction to each essay to suggest or make connections that they were aware of in the context of each piece. Such connective tissue, even though it might represent a limited editorial perspective, might give us interpretive focus. 

By far the most enlightening chapter in the book in respect to the shifts taking place under market globalization is that on “Buying and Selling the “Girlfriend Experience: The Social and Subjective Contours of Market Intimacy.”    This examination of post-industrial sexual commerce explores the new dimensions of the commercial sexual relationship, which is far from the classical and perhaps industrial model we once described as “slam, bam, thank you M’am.” The authors distinguish it by diversity of services, its dispersal into many venues in all the places we live our lives, as well as a “bounded authenticity”  something we might simply see as good customer service, but which has implications for how we form and view other non-commercial intimate relationships.   
Alongside the commercial market is the voluntary one of “Lifestyles.” In the chapter on “Playcouples in Paradise”   voluntary and mercantile mix as we look at the organizations that support playful sex as well as the sex tourism option to brighten our holidays. The tension in both cases is between sexual freedom and pleasure on the one hand and the exploitation that can all too easily occur. In either case the authors of this section would argue that a transformation of our sense of self, of relationship and fulfillment is being altered through the rapid growth of these options.
A last general comment—this is a very US American book, all but one or two of the authors operating out of US academic or other US study and research contexts. The US stamp is very strong in the language and perspectives of the authors. This is not to gainsay the work, but simply to point to a factor one must keep in mind to fully comprehend the various pieces offered in the work. Gay, Lesbian and feminist perspectives tend to take their formulation from US sources and individualist perspectives on intimacy are seen as supplanting more collective, hierarchical and kinship practices surrounding relationship and marriage and the male and female roles in relationship and social roles. 
In this respect there seem to be some myths to explode, e.g., that arranged marriages lack intimacy, and, that romantic love is assumed to be a largely a creation of US or Western ideals of what relationships should be like, or, that the stability of non-Western relationships are due exclusively to power, patriarchy and social coercion.  The chapter on “Loving your Infertile Muslim Spouse” will be an eye-opener to many who are inclined to hold this latter bias. 
At the same time one wonders, “Whither sex and love in the US and other Western societies in the time of ‘globalization?’” Perhaps research into the more exotic is easier, but it also interests us as to what is going on in the South Side of Chicago and the enclaves of neo-cons.  Will for example the unbridled growth of individualism and fears for security lead us to the future point where virtual sex, as preferred by the Sandra Bullock character (Lenina Huxley) in the film Demolition Man, has become the norm—or, where Second Life becomes our first life?  While the chapter on “Love at first Site” addresses online spousal shopping, there is nothing to address the virtual singles bars that abound in either virtual reality or relationship sites that are often used not to shop for a partner but unconsciously or consciously becoming safe flirtation without relationship as a goal.
Several chapters of the book are largely about sex workers. E.g., the chapter on “Neoliberalism and the Marriage of Reputation and Respectability” is largely about the expansion and societal values reconciliation with sexual entrepreneurship. “Tourism and Tiguraje” addresses the Dominican male sex worker’s self-image of masculinity and reputation.
Be this as it may, the book is generally readable and an interesting collection, even for someone whose interest is not scientifically focused on ethnography, despite or perhaps because of the very specific niches that the authors focus on and in which they display hands-on experience, personal enquiry, and relatively effective research methodologies.

